MINUTES OF HANKERTON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 14 MAY 07

DRAFT as at 23 May


MINUTES OF HANKERTON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Held on Monday 14 May 2007 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church
Present:  Nigel Durnford (Chairman), Parish Cllrs Brian Dalton, Mrs Catherine Grierson, Craig McCallum, Terry Mockler and David Wood; Cllr Mrs Carole Soden of WCC; PC Elliott and Community Support Officer Walsh (Cricklade Police Station); about 20 members of the public; and M Bromley Gardner (Clerk).

1. Apologies.  Parish Cllrs Mrs Georgina Carter and David Preston; Cllrs Toby Sturgis and Viv Vines of NWDC; James Gray MP; Brian Betts, Nick Durnford.

2.
Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the 15 May 06 Annual Parish Meeting had been placed on the noticeboard for a week, and were read to those present.  There was a query from the floor; the questioner acknowledged the explanation of the previous Parish Clerk.  In response to a query about some matters that were still not complete, the Chairman said that these would be apparent in his report.  The minutes were then approved and signed.
3.
Policing.  The Chairman brought forward the Policing report in order to let the police officers present return to their duties.  PC Philip Elliott from Cricklade Police Station introduced himself and Community Support Officer Sam Walsh.  He briefed the meeting on the plans for the Neighbourhood Policing Teams, which now covered the whole county.  They saw themselves as a Neighbourhood Team not purely a policing team; he would be happy to deal with all sorts of community problems, as he had contact details of many other agencies and would be able to pass details on to the right area.  He covered10 parishes.  Response policing and general police duties would still come from Malmesbury Police Station.  Malmesbury Police Station was not closing; however it was not permanently manned.  He was contactable by email or on a mobile phone (afternote: Philip.elliott@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk and 07794 914085); he stressed that the mobile should not be used for response policing.  He responded to questions:

· The Camera Safety Unit had been forewarned of the planned closure of Cowbridge and the expected resulting increased traffic through Charlton.  He hoped to receive some easier-to-use speed measuring equipment soon.  He noted the danger at the junction of Vicarage Lane with the B4040 in Charlton if west-bound traffic was speeding.  He noted the view expressed about the danger at the Noah’s Arc junction with the B4040 just west of the western end of the Charlton 30mph speed limit.

· The main entrance to WOMAD was at the Charlton Park South Lodge.  The Neighbourhood Police Team would be very active over the WOMAD weekend.
· He agreed that the Wiltshire police 0845 telephone number system had not been able to cope with demand; Wiltshire Police were expanding the system including recruiting more staff.
He concluded by saying he was prepared to provide quarterly reports to Parish Council meetings.  The Chairman thanked him for his contribution.
4.
Chairman’s Report.  The Chairman reported on behalf of the Parish Council (PC). 

· The PC had met on 6 occasions in the past year with an average attendance of 5.

· During the year one councillor had resigned and one had been co-opted.  The clerk had changed on 1 Apr 07.

· The Policy Committee had met on 3 occasions to consider the future conduct of Parish Council meetings.  It had been agreed that no fundamental changes would be made in advance of the new Council taking office.

· The Planning Committee had considered 14 planning applications; details were available from the Clerk.

· The precept for 07/08 had been set at £3500, taking account of increases in contributions to churchyard grass-cutting and in hire charges for the North Aisle.

· The Parish Lengthsmen had been superseded during the year by the Parish Steward.  Provided by Wiltshire Highways, he would make monthly visits to the Parish to carry out minor work such as gulley cutting and washing roadside signs.

· Sadly he was unable to report progress on Hillwell; the Hillwell access road had been defined by Westlea Housing Association as low priority for repairs.

· The village had entered the Best Kept Village competition again.  Judging would take place in June.  Any further details would be placed on the noticeboard.

· There had been an uncontested election for the Parish Council on 3 May 07, with 7 names for 7 seats.  The new councillors’ names were on the noticeboard.

· During the year a further £250 grant had been made to Charlton Village Hall for refurbishment; and charity donations had been made to SPLASH (support for young people), the Bobby Van Trust, CPRE and Wiltshire Wildlife Fund.

· Various matters raised by the public had been passed on; these included unsuitable materials and design in the Pill Bridge (Flisteridge) restructuring of 2006 – some form of remediation has been promised by Wiltshire Highways Partnership.
· Terry Mockler and Claudine Pynn had represented the parish on the Community Planning Partnership and Patient Participation Group respectively.

In conclusion the Chairman thanked the Councillors for their support throughout the year, and the Clerk for his advice and help.  On behalf of the Council he thanked the Clerk for his past services and marked his retirement on 31 Mar 07 with a presentation. 

A member of the public then stood to thank the Chairman on behalf of the old Council for his work and wisdom over the past 20 years.  This was supported with applause from those attending.

5.
Finance.  Mr Nottage, the immediate past Clerk, explained the accounts (which had been posted on the noticeboard a week ahead of the meeting).  
6.
Hannah Ludlow Charity Report.  The Chairman of Trustees reported.  The Trustees were concerned that there was still misunderstanding about the charity.  The aim was to relieve hardship or distress, yet bids were submitted for ‘a share of the income’ solely because the claimant lived in the parish.  Two awards had been made in the year.  In response to questions he stated:

· The lease is due for renewal on 30 Nov 08.  The current leaseholder had a duty to leave the land at that point as he found it.

· The hedgerow against the road at that point is not part of the leased land.

· The Trustees are:  the vicar (ex officio), 2 appointed by the Parish Council, and 2 co-opted by the other 3.  The Chairman is elected by the Trustees.

· The amounts of money awarded in each case are treated as ‘in confidence’.
7.
Report from Wiltshire County Council (WCC).  Cllr Mrs Soden reported.

· Last year, after setting the budget, WCC had faced an unplanned £12M deficit but this had been cleared through reviewing service delivery and reorganisation.
· For 2007/8 WCC had approved a budget that meant a 4.8% increase in its share of the council tax; this was an increase of 86p per week for a Band D property.  
· The Audit Commission had recently awarded WCC the top rating of 4 stars, for efficiency and value for money – the only 4 star council in the south-west this year.

· WCC had voted to create a single authority for Wiltshire; NWDC had supported this.  If the Government agreed, a final decision could be made, following county-wide consultation, in July and a new unitary authority could come into being in April 2009.
· Last year the Wiltshire Police Authority had faced a Government intent to create a regional police Force through amalgamations of county Forces; this intent had not been progressed.  They hoped to roll-out Neighbourhood Policing Teams by July.

· Cllr Mrs Soden closed by thanking the Parish Council for its partnership work and all the residents for their continuing support and courtesy.
In response to questions about the ‘One Council for Wiltshire’ proposal she explained some of the background.

8.
Report from North Wilts District Council (NWDC).  Cllrs Toby Sturgis and Viv Vines had had to send their apologies due to a clash with Dauntsey’s Annual Parish Meeting.  Cllr Mrs Soden passed on some brief points from NWDC, mainly that there was little that could be reported as it was too early after the change of political control in NWDC following the local government elections.

9.
Crudwell School.  No-one from Crudwell School had been able to attend but the Head had sent a written report which was read to the meeting.  Additionally the Chairman of Governors had reported that there was currently no Governor from Hankerton and that he would welcome one if someone would come forward.  Points were made from the floor that there were currently few children from Hankerton at the school, and that science was noticeable in its lack of mention in the report.
10. Hankerton Golf Club (HGC).  Dave Wood reported on the HGC.  It had been in existence for 8 months, and had a membership of 12 regular members plus 2 ladies and one honorary member.  Membership was free except for compulsory purchase of a hat for £12; there were therefore no accounts.  They played once a week, at a variety of local courses, normally on a Friday, teeing off at 10am, using shared transport.  To join them get in touch with himself or P Jefferis or Brian Dalton.
In response to a question about why other local societies and groups were not represented on the agenda the Chairman responded that they had not asked to be included.  In response to a question as to why there was no Any Other Business (AOB) on the agenda the Chairman responded that it was recommended, by the National Association of Local Councils and the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils, that AOB was not included on the agenda due to the risk of ’ambushes’.
11.
Date of Next Meeting.  The next Parish Council meeting was scheduled for Mon 21 May 07 in the church at 7.30 pm.  The next Annual Parish Meeting was fixed for Mon 12 May 08
The Annual Parish Meeting closed at 8.55 pm.


Chairman 
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